
 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council of Rush City held Monday, September 13, 

2021, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 6:30 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mayor Dahlberg called the meeting to order with the following members present: Councilors 

Frank Storm, Mick Louzek, Dan Meyer, Tom Schneider; Mayor Dan Dahlberg. 

Others present included Chisago County Sheriff Brandon Thein, City Engineer Zach Schmitz 

of Short Elliott Hendrickson, Airport Engineer Jake Jorgenson of Short Elliott Hendrickson, Nikki 

Hallman of the County News Review and interested citizens.  

An application for a temporary on-sale liquor license and a notice for the upcoming East 

Central Minnesota Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club meeting were added to the agenda. 

 Motion by Schneider, second by Louzek: To approve the minutes of the special meeting of 

August 18, 2021 and the regular meeting of August 23, 2021. MC 

 Planning Commission business was then discussed. The possibility of allowing murals in the 

City and following the example of Faribault, MN, to have the City take ownership of the wall and 

conduct an RFP for designs was discussed. 

 Motion by Storm, second by Louzek: To place the discussion of allowing murals in the City 

on hold indefinitely. MC 

 Motion by Schneider, second by Meyer: To approve the Planning Commission minutes of the 

regular meeting of September 8, 2021. MC 

 Motion by Meyer, second by Schneider: To approve the Bills and Claims of the City as 

presented to the Council and on file in the city offices. MC 

Notices and communications were then reviewed. The notice for the East Central MN 

Inventors and Entrepreneurs meeting, the GPS 45::93 newsletter and statistics for Chisago County 

from MN DEED were discussed.   

Sheriff Thein then addressed the Council regarding the 2022 to provide law enforcement 

services to Rush City. He noted that the only items that had been changed from the previous year are 

the dates and the contract rate. He explained that the contract rate increased by 1.2 percent. 

Motion by Meyer, second by Schneider: To approve the Agreement to Provide Law 

Enforcement Services with the Chisago County Sheriff’s Office for 2022. MC 

City Engineer Zach Schmitz then addressed the Council regarding the Frandsen Avenue 

project. He explained that change order #1 from Dresel Contracting is to replace 180 of water main 

and install additional gate valves for Plastech and Dennis Kirk. Plastech and Dennis Kirk will have 

to be on temporary water while the water main is being replaced. He also explained that when the 

contractor was replacing a storm sewer, they found that the water main that area was only 5 feet 

deep. The estimate to lower the main is $5,000, which is not included in the change order. 

Discussion followed regarding the possibility of using American Rescue Plan Act funds to pay for 

the water portion of the Frandsen Avenue project. 

Motion by Louzek, second by Storm: To approve Change Order #1 with Dresel Contracting 

and the lowering of the water main that is 5 feet deep. MC 

An update was given on the airport projects. It was noted that the crack sealing of the taxiway 

should be completed in the beginning of October and that the wind cone project will begin soon. 

At this time, all those in attendance were called on for public comment. Lisa Ripp addressed 

the Council regarding the County News Review article covering the August 18, 2021 special Council 

meeting and items she felt were incorrect. She requested that the Council discuss the motivation 

behind the mask mandate for City Hall. Randy Kostrab addressed the Council regarding the mask 

mandate, as did other citizens. 

The mask mandate for City Hall was then discussed by the Council. 

Motion by Schneider, second by Storm: To extend the mask mandate for City Hall and 



 

review it at the first Council meeting in October. Roll call vote: Louzek, Yes; Storm, Yes; Schneider, 

Yes; Meyer, No; Dahlberg, No. MC 

The Administrator then explained that the recent loan from the Chisago County HRA-EDA to 

the City for assistance with the demolition of the downtown buildings had been completed 

incorrectly. The repayment agreement needs to be completed with the Rush City EDA and not the 

City of Rush City. She explained that the proceeds from the loan had been placed in the Rush City 

EDA fund and the expenses for the demolition had been paid out of the Rush City EDA fund, as will 

the loan payments. The City Council will need to terminate the repayment agreement and mortgage, 

deed the property to the Rush City EDA and the EDA will complete a repayment agreement and 

mortgage with the Chisago County HRA-EDA. 

Motion by Schneider, second by Louzek: To approve the Mutual Agreement to Terminate 

Redevelopment Financial Assistance Agreement, noting that the loan proceeds are in the Rush City 

EDA fund. MC 

Motion by Louzek, second by Storm and carried: To approve the following: 

 

 RESOLUTION 2021-22 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF REAL ESTATE  

IN THE CITY OF RUSH CITY 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Rush City purchased the tax forfeit property located at 255 W. 4th Street 

legally described as follows: 

 
The East ½ of the E 1/3 of Lots 10, 11 and 14, Block 15 of Rush City, Chisago County, Minnesota, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Rush City purchased the property to demolish the structure and 

potentially redevelop the property, and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Rush City would like to transfer the property to the Rush City EDA to 

allow for a loan to assist with financing the demolition of the property to be received from the 

Chisago County HRA-EDA.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSH 

CITY, MINNESOTA, that it has been determined by the City Council of the City of Rush City 

that the City of Rush City has the authority and is authorized to transfer the real estate legally 

described above to the Rush City EDA.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mayor Dan Dahlberg and City Administrator Amy Mell are 

authorized to sign the required paperwork.  

 

 

Adopted by the City Council of Rush City this 13th day of September, 2021. 

 

 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Mayor 



 

 

___________________________________ 

Administrator 

 

  

Motion by Meyer, second by Schneider: To approve the Quit Claim Deed from the City of Rush 

City to the Rush City EDA of the east ½ of the east 1/3 of Lots 10, 11 and 14, Block 15 of Rush 

City, Chisago County, Minnesota. MC 

 The Post-Issuance Compliance Policy and Post-Issuance Debt Procedures for the City 

were reviewed. 

 Motion by Dahlberg, second by Louzek and carried: To approve the following: 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-21 

 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING POST-ISSUANCE DEBT COMPLIANCE POLICY 

FOR TAX-EXEMPT AND TAX-ADVANTAGED GOVERNMENTAL BONDS 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Rush City, Minnesota (the “City”) from time to time will issue tax-

exempt and tax-advantaged governmental bonds; and  

 

WHEREAS, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended and related regulations (the 

“Code”), and Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) the City is required to take 

certain actions after bond issuance to ensure that interest on those bonds remains in compliance 

with the Code and SEC; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City has determined to adopt a policy regarding how the City will carry out its 

compliance responsibilities via written procedures, and to that end, has caused to be prepared 

documents titled Post-Issuance Debt Compliance Policy and Post-Issuance Debt Compliance 

Procedures; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council (the “Council”) of the City has reviewed the Post-Issuance Debt 

Compliance Policy in connection with the Post-Issuance Debt Compliance Procedures and has 

determined that it is in the best interest of the District to adopt the Policy. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF RUSH CITY, MINNESOTA; the 

Council approves the Policy as shown in the form attached; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; City staff are authorized to take all actions necessary to carry 

out the Post-Issuance Debt Compliance Policy and Post-Issuance Debt Compliance Procedures.  

 

Adopted by the City Council of Rush City this 13th day of September, 2021. 

 

 

 

     

   Mayor 

 



 

 

________________________________  

Administrator 

 
 

  

The finance report for August, 2021 was reviewed. 

 The application for the temporary on-sale liquor license for the North Chisago Historical 

Society was reviewed. 

 Motion by Meyer, second by Schneider: To approve the application of the North Chisago 

Historical Society for a temporary on-sale liquor license. Roll call vote: Louzek, Yes; Storm, 

Yes; Meyer, Yes; Schneider, Yes; Dahlberg, Abstain. MC 

 Council concerns were then discussed. The new reporter from the Chisago News Review 

introduced herself. Councilor Meyer explained that he is on the Lakes Region EMS Board and 

they are concerned about the status of the jet fuel tank at the airport. 

Announcements were then made that the Rush City Chamber of Commerce Wine and Spirits Soiree 

will be held on September 17, 2021, at the Spare Room at Chucker’s Bowl and Lounge from 6:00-9:00 p.m. 

The Rush City Women’s Club 100th Anniversary Celebration will be held on September 25, 2021 at the 

Spare Room at Chucker’s Bowl and Lounge from 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Motion by Schneider, second by Meyer: To adjourn the meeting at 7:56 p.m. MC 

 

 

 

/s/ Amy Jo Mell 

Administrator 

 

Posted - Website 

 

 

 

 


